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Dear Readers,

The following is a collection of ash pond
news from the month of January 2022.
Our intent is to provide you with
important news pieces to help inform
your business decisions and keep you
up to date about the coal and ash pond
industry.

— Peter Alvey & The Roux Team

CONTAMINATION, CONT.

In Pierce Township, Ohio, along the
Ohio River, the William C Beckjord
power plant is owned by Missouri-
based Commercial Liability Partners
and subsidiary New Richmond
Development Corp, LLC. Residents of
Pierce Township are suing the owners
over an alleged violation of a 1986
agreement that the owners signed to
inform the public about contaminated
waste disposal. Commercial Liability
Partners purchased the 1,443-acre site
from Duke Energy in February 2018.
Duke Energy closed the plant down in
2014 and it remains permanently

closed. Link

In 2002, Applied Energy Services
(AES) opened its coal plant in
Guayama, Puerto Rico. AES produces
an average of 800 tons of coal ash per
day, and for the first two decades of
operation it was left uncovered in a
mountainous landfill nearby. AES also
sold coal ash as cheap fill material to
dozens of construction sites in
southeastern Puerto Rico. Neither
Puerto Rican authorities nor the
USEPA have enforced the 2015 Coal
Combustion Residuals rule at this

facility. Link

William C Beckjord Power Plant in Pierce Township, OH

CONTAMINATION

In Lansing, Michigan, the Erickson Power Station has allegedly been
contaminating groundwater for decades, impacting drinking water supplies for
nearby residences. The Erickson Power Station is operated by The Lansing
Board of Water and Light (BWL), a public-owned utility. In 2020, BWL
identified high levels of lithium, boron, total dissolved solids, and molybdenum
leaching from three ponds on-site. An unnamed spokesperson for the
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy ‘is
coordinating with EPA to address violations of state statutes and rules at
Erickson and to bring the facility into compliance with environmental rules and

statutes,” including requiring testing of drinking water supplies. Link



https://www.lansingcitypulse.com/stories/epa-bwl-maybe-polluting-drinking-water,19558?utm_source=Energy+News+Network+daily+email+digests&utm_campaign=426c94ffef-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_05_11_11_36_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_724b1f01f5-426c94ffef-89289107
https://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/i-team/clermont-residents-sue-beckjord-owners-over-contaminated-waste-information
https://earthjustice.org/from-the-experts/2022-january/aes-puerto-rico-20-years-of-coal-ash-contamination
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/epa-announces-increased-efforts-to-7147683/

LEGAL AND REGULATORY

According to the USEPA, there are
about 500 unlined coal ash ponds in
the United States. Regulations on
these ponds, known as the
aforementioned CCR Rule, were
published in 2015 during the Obama
Administration but have not yet been
enforced. A subsequent ruling on a
lawsuit filed by Earthjustice required
facilities to start phasing out and
closing these ponds, with a deadline
to initiate closures in April 2021. Fifty-
seven facilities covered by these
regulations have requested deadline
extensions. The USEPA is in the
process of issuing determinations on
these requests, including some
denials and ineligibilities.

Duke Energy is one utility which has
been working toward removing coal
ash from unlined pits, in addition to
Dominion Energy, out of Virginia,
and all utility companies in South
Carolina with coal ash basins. Link 1
Link 2 Link 3

Facilities currently denied for
extension requests by the USEPA
include the following:

e ArcLight Capital
Partners' 2,600-MW Gavin
plant in Cheshire, Ohio;

e Ohio Valley Electric
Corp.'s 1,300-MW Clifty Creek
plant in Madison, Indiana; and

e Alliant Energy's 725-MW
Ottumwa plant near Ottumwa,
lowa.

Without approval for deadline
extensions, the owners of these
power plants have said they will stop
operating the facilities. The USEPA
said Greenidge Generation's plant
in Dresden, New York, Lockwood
Hills, was ineligible for an extension
because it now runs on natural gas.
The plant supplies power to a bitcoin
mining operation. Link
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That same Lockwood Hills coal ash
plant owned by Greenidge
Generation, is facing pushback from
ten environmental groups as they
attempt to renew their discharge
permit. The environmental groups
believe that it is illegal to treat the
Lockwood case separately from
other environmental permit renewals
for operations that jointly contribute
to the “repurposing” of the plant for
cryptocurrency mining. The bitcoin
mining operation currently runs on
power generated by the 106-
megawatt Dresden plant that never
reaches the grid. Link 1 Link 2

The USEPA and the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) are suing West
Penn Power Company in
Greensburg, Pennsylvania. The
utility company owns two coal ash
landfills: Mingo Landfill in Union
Township, Washington County and
Springdale Landfill in  Frazer,
Allegheny County. According to the
suit, the landfills operations have
repeatedly violated the federal Clean
Water Act and the state’'s Clean
Streams Law for exceeding permit
limits for boron. These landfills

discharge into streams that feed the
Monongahela and Allegheny rivers.
Link 1 Link 2

Georgia Power’s Plant Hammond

Georgia Power is seeking permits to
install a stormwater protection cover
over coal ash ponds at five of their
power plants across Georgia.
However, it is likely that at all five
locations, the coal ash is already in
contact with groundwater. This
situation directly goes against the
EPA’s regulations regarding the
closure of coal ash impoundments,
including ponds and landfills. Link

In Orlando, Florida, at the site of the
Stanton Energy Center, is a coal ash
landfill that stands 175-feet tall. The
energy center is operated by the
Orlando  Utilities  Commission
(OUC), which plans to stop coal-fired
power generation by 2027 and
transition to  net-zero  carbon
emissions by mid-century, mostly
through solar energy. Most of the coal
ash buried on this property is
exempted from the USEPA 2015
regulations  because the rule
exempted landfills that were already
closed. Link

Citizen groups in Oklahoma are
challenging the USEPA’s approval of
the state’s coal ash program. The
groups are arguing that the state has
allowed coal ash facilities to have
“permits for life,” meaning that there
would be no predictable review of
legal requirements and on-site
conditions at coal ash facilities, similar
to what is required for air and storm
water discharge permits. Link



https://www.cnn.com/2022/01/11/politics/biden-epa-coal-ash-ponds-enforcement-climate/index.html
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/12012022/biden-administration-toxic-coal-ash/?utm_source=Energy+News+Network+daily+email+digests&utm_campaign=940c9409af-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_05_11_11_39_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_724b1f01f5-940c9409af-89289107
https://www.enr.com/articles/53448-epa-coal-ash-cleanup-rule-changes-send-utilities-agencies-back-to-drawing-board
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-01/gavin_proposed_decision_508_prepub.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-01/gavin_proposed_decision_508_prepub.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-01/clifty_creek_proposed_decision-508_prepub.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-01/clifty_creek_proposed_decision-508_prepub.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-01/ottumwa_proposed_denial_508_prepub.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-01/ottumwa_proposed_denial_508_prepub.pdf
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/midwest-power-plants-face-shutdown-epa-deny-coal-ash/617036/?utm_source=Energy+News+Network+daily+email+digests&utm_campaign=c96834e1a3-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_05_11_11_46_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_724b1f01f5-c96834e1a3-89289107
https://www.fingerlakes1.com/2022/01/10/pressure-on-dec-to-deny-permit-renewal-for-greenidges-lockwood-hills-coal-ash-landfill/
https://waterfrontonline.blog/2022/01/10/10-enviro-groups-press-dec-to-deny-permit-renewal-for-greenidges-lockwood-hills-coal-ash-landfill/
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2022/01/10/West-Penn-Power-sued-pollution-violations-Mingo-Springdale-landfill-riddle-run-peters-creek/stories/202201100099
https://www.wvgazettemail.com/news/energy_and_environment/coal-company-proposes-federal-court-ordered-cleanup-plan-for-mingo-county-water-pollution/article_f4d86fe3-945a-5d56-a4de-2fefd4ad60c5.html?utm_source=Energy+News+Network+daily+email+digests&utm_campaign=7777b9d7b0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_05_11_11_39_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_724b1f01f5-7777b9d7b0-89289107
https://georgiarecorder.com/2022/01/11/georgia-power-coal-ash-storage-plans-in-limbo-after-new-epa-crack-down/?utm_source=Energy+News+Network+daily+email+digests&utm_campaign=940c9409af-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_05_11_11_39_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_724b1f01f5-940c9409af-89289107
https://whro.org/news/national-news/25646-in-orlando-a-mountain-of-coal-ash-evades-epa-rules-it-s-not-the-only-one
https://earthjustice.org/news/press/2022/u-s-court-of-appeals-hears-arguments-on-the-legality-of-oklahomas-coal-ash-program
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=50838&src=email

IN OTHER NEWS... IN OTHER NEWS, CONT.

In 34 different community water A volcanic eruption in Tonga caused huge waves, which were the likely cause
systems across New Jersey, serving of an oil spill at a Repsol refinery in La Pampilla, Peru. According to Repsol and
almost 500,000 residents, high levels Peru’s Environment Minister Ruben Ramirez, 6,000 barrels of oil were spilled
of PFAS have been detected. Several into waters in the Lima region. The Repsol refinery is facing a fine of up to
water supplies are in the midst of $34.5M. Link

lawsuits against various

manufacturers with alleged

association with PFAS chemicals.
Link

Earlier in January 2022, in Crane
County, Texas, a column of saltwater
shot up into the sky, dumping an
estimated 25,000 barrels of briny
water onto the earth. This geyser is
located 35 miles southwest of
Odessa, and no wells appear on any
maps for this area, according to the
Railroad Commission of Texas, which
regulates oil and natural gas activity.
Researchers ultimately determined
that Gulf Oil had drilled a 1,390-foot
deep dry well in 1948, which was
plugged and abandoned. Gulf Oil was
acquired by Chevron in 1984. Link

Saltwater geyser in West Texas, January 2022
In 2019, the Department of the Interior
estimated that there were 56,000 COAL POWER PLANT ASH POND CLOSURE AND
documented oil and gas wells across
the country which lack a responsible MODIFICATIONS
party for cleanup costs. Earlier in
January 2022, they released a memo In Dumfries, Virginia, Dominion Energy owns the Possum Point Power Plant.
indicating that this number was closer Dominion is required by law to remove coal combustible residuals from their ash
to 130,000 wells. President Biden’s ponds. Possum Point has stored four million cubic yards of the toxic coal ash in
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs its ponds that will have to be removed. The plant is still in operation but now
Act signed in November 2021 burns natural gas to generate electricity. Link
includes $4.7 bilion to plug and
reclaim abandoned and orphaned - —c—
wells. The estimated cost to plug ‘4)
these wells ranges from $2.6 billion to
more than $19 billion. Link ' | Dominion
Energy’s
Possum
Contact Us Power
Point Plant
Roux in
1200 Harger Rd., Suite 800 Dumifries,
Oak Brook, IL 60523 VA
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mailto:palvey@rouxinc.com
http://www.rouxinc.com/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/environment/2022/01/25/nj-drinking-water-contaminated-chemicals-pfas-pfoa-pfos/9209219002/
https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-politics/west-texas-geyser-oil-well-chevron/
https://www.hcn.org/articles/south-department-of-interior-devotes-billions-to-plugging-old-oil-wells-is-it-enough?utm_source=Energy+News+Network+daily+email+digests&utm_campaign=b4f9285fa7-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_05_11_11_44_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_724b1f01f5-b4f9285fa7-89289107
https://www.wionews.com/photos/peru-demands-compensation-for-oil-spill-damage-aerial-images-show-extent-of-devastation-446126#oil-spill-at-a-refinery-in-peru-446112
https://www.potomaclocal.com/2022/01/26/347m-landfill-would-store-toxic-coal-ash-at-possum-point-for-8-years/

